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The  Chairman  and.  Members, 

Urban  District  Council  of  Woodhall  Spa. 

Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs.  Flury  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  1952. 


in  general  layout  the  report  follows  the  lines 


of  previous  Annual  Reports,  with  simplification  and 
brevity  as  the  objective. 


The  main  points  I  bring  out  are  the  satisfactory 


progress  of  the  Spa  in  re -housing  since  the  war,  and 
the  developments  in  progress  in  the  water  and  sewage 
unde  r takings. 


I  must  express  my  real  gratitude  to  the  Members 


of  the  Council,  the  Officers  and  the  staff  of  the 
Council  for  their  help  during  the  past  year.  That 
the  year  has  been  uneventful  is  due  to  a  remarkable 
amount  of  unasked  and  unsung  extra  work  put  in  by 
those  who  maintain  the  Councils  services  and  who 
have  forgotten  the  meaning  of  ushop  hours"  and 
worked  until  the  job,  whatever  it  was,  was  done. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS 

AREA  OR  URBAN  DISTRICT :  1874  acres. 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  MID-YEAR  ESTIMATE  0?  RESIDENT 

POPULATION:  2056. 

DENSITY  OP  POPULATION  1.095  persons  per  acre. 

NUMBER  OP  INHABITED  DWELLINGS: - 

HOUSES:  541 

PLATS :  56 

TEMPORARY  DWELLINGS,  CARAVANS,  ETC.  6 


RATEABLE  VALUE  OP  URBAN  DISTRICT:  £12,479. 

ESTIMATED 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE :  £49. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Males 

Pemales 

10 

10 

Total 

20 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per 
thousand  estimated  population 

Standardised  birth  rate  per 
thousand  estimated  population 


9.75 

11.8 


Live  birth  rate,  England  and  Wales 

per  thousand  population  15.3 

No  still  births  were  registered  in  1952. 
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Deaths 


Males 

15 

Females 

20 

Total 

35 

Crude  death  rate  per 
thousand  estimated  population 

Standardised  death  rate  per 
thousand  estimated  population 

Death  rate,  England  and  Wales  per 
thousand  population 

Age  _at_ _Death 


12.2 


8.8 


11.3 


r - — 

fears 

Under 

1 

1/i 

_5/14 

15/24 

25/34 

35/44 

45/54 

55/64 

65/74 

75  and 
Over 

Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

3 

7 

21 

%  of 

total 

1952 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18.4 

7.9 

18.4 

55 

1951 

0 

0 

_ 

0 

0 

0 

3.5 

3.6 

10.6 

25.2 

57 

The  deaths  referred  to  above  include  18  registered 
in  Woodhall  Spa  although  not  normally  resident  there. 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  a&e 

No  death  of  a  child  under  one  year  of  age 
registered. 
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Causes  of  Death  as  shown  in  the  Registrar  General *s  Short 


Short 

List 

No.  Causes  of  Death  Males  Females 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 
3. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 
13. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
07 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 
35 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Tuberculosis,  other  0 

Syphilitic  disease  0 

Diphtheria  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Meningococcal  infections  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 

Measles  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  0 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms  2 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  0 

Diabetes  ,  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  3 
Coronary  disease,  angina  3 

H5"pertension  with  Heart  disease  0 

Other  heart  disease  0 

Other  circulatory  disease  0 

Influenza  0 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  0 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  0 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea  0 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis  0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  0 

Congenital  malformations  0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  3 

diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  0 

All  other  accidents  0 

Suicide  0 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war  0 


1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

2 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


List 


Total 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 
0 
1 

o  • 

4 
0 
0 
6 

5 
1 

6 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
4 

0 

0 

0 

0 


TOTALS 


15  20  35 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  during  the  year  totalled  23,  namely 


Measles 
Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery 
Paratyphoid 


9 

7 

1 

ry 

O 

2 

1 


These  figures  are  quite  unexceptional.  In  the  case  of 
the  three  intestinal  disease  cases,  there  was  no  evidence 
of  the  mode  of  infection  and  no  secondary  cases  arose. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization 

Twenty  babies  were  born  during  the  year  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  11  vaccinations  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age  were  performed  with  a  further  4  of  children 
between  1  and  14. 

24  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  immunized  against 
diphtheria* 

These  figures  are  quite  satisfactory  and  are  some 
measure  of  the  conscientious  work  of  the  Health  Visitor, 
District  Nurse  and  the  family  doctors  who,  between  them, 
have  the  task  of  rounding  up  the  dilatory  and  convincing 
the  adamant. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunization 

It  is  known  that  some  children  have  In  the  past  been 
immunized  against  whooping  cough  but  the  numbers  are  not 
known,  and  the  effect  on  the  disease  cannot  be  estimated. 

In  1953,  however,  the  County  Council’s  scheme  for 
vaccination  and  immunization  at  welfare  centres  will  be 
operative  In  respect  of  whooping  cough  also.  Whooping 
Cough  immunization  should  be  done  at  3  or  4  months  of  age 
and  consists  of  three  monthly  Injections. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH 


SERVIC] 


Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  still  the  cause  of  some  concern, 
owing  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  recruits. 

The  other  branches  of  the  health  service  appear  to 
function  adequately. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

One  case  was  notified  to  me  as  suitable  for  action  under 
this  section  during  the  year,  an  elderly,  single  man, 
living  in  a  shed  in  a  derelict  orchard,  and  showing  some 
peculiarities  of  mind. 


Through  the  good  offices  of  the  Welfare  Officer,  however, 
he  voluntarily  entered  Eagle  Lodge  Hostel  and  seems  very 
happy  about  it. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP 


THE 


URBAN  DISTRICT 


Water  Supply 

During  the  year,  shortage  of  rainfall  caused  the  yield 
of  the  gathering  ground  to  fall  far  short  of  the  town’s 
need  and  the  main  storage  reservoir  had  to  be  drawn  upon. 
The  prolonged  sunny  spell  had  given  rise  to  a  moderate 
growth  of  algae  and  the  death  of  these  in  the  sand 
filters  gave  rise  to  tainting  of  the  water  which  was 
only  removed  by  raising  the  rate  of  chlorination  to  many 
times  its  normal  level. 


Much  difficulty  was  caused  by  public  misunderstanding 
of  the  cause  of  the  trouble  and  your  medical  officer 
encountered  much  ill-advised  criticism.  It  was,  however, 
noted  that  the  heavy  chlorination  of  the  water  was  almost 
entirely  absorbed  during  the  passage  through  the 
distribution  system  and  it  was  only  rarely  that  even 
combined  available  chlorine  could  be  detected  in  the 
town  supply.  Eventually,  however,  it  became  possible  to 
obtain  Class  I  biological  reports  from  ovory  test  point, 
and  throughout  the  period  only  2  of  28  samples  were  in 
Class  II,  the  remainder  26  being  Class  I. 
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In  1952  the  Council  was  advised  to  instal  equipment 
to  deal  with  plumbo- solvency  of  the  water,  hut 
whilst  this  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  well  supplying 
water  to  the  Rural  District  Council,  this  Council 
did  not  agree  to  the  expenditure  involved  in  providing 
a  plant  for  the  town  supply.  The  Analyst's  report 
on  plumbo -solvency  is  appended  below. 

The  alkalizing  plant  on  the  "Air  Ministry"  well  was 
not  put  into  operation  until  early  1953,  owing  to 
non-delivery  of  essential  components.  During  the 
intervening  time,  the  pit  was  increased  somewhat  by 
the  addition  of  crushed  limestone  to  the  well. 

It  is  hoped  that  reconstruction  of  the  Candy  chloramine 
plant  removed  from  the  "Air  Ministry  Well"  will  allow 
it  to  be  used  to  dose  the  town  water  with  alkali  and 
to  provide  positive  chlorination. 

Report  of  Analysis  jef  Water  for  Plumbo -Solvency 

This  water  contains  per  million  parts 
Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C .  300.00 


Suspended  Matter 

absent 

Chloi ides  as  Chlorine 

21.20 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

1.40 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

absent 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.032 

Albumin o id  Ammon ia 

0,272 

Temporary  Hardness 

80.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

140.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  @  80°F. 
from  N/80  KMn04 

1.52 

pH  value 

7.50 

Appearanc e 

clear  and  bright 

Odour 

none 

Taste  and  colour 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

Free  Chlorine 

absent 

Dissolved  Oxygen 

8.18 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

2,80 

Lead  as  Pb 

0.00 

4 ' 
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mm 


Ob  s  er va  t ions  %  ~ 

(1)  This  water  was  examined  for  its  solvent  action  on 
lead. "For  this  purpose  bottles  of  the  water  were  left 
in  contact  with  lead  for  contact  periods  oi  1  day,  2 
davs  and  5  days*  At  the  beginning  and  end  02-  the 
respective  contact  periods  the  following  determinations 

m  '  dissolved  oxygen,  free  carDon  dioxide, 

lead  present.  ^  ^ 

lead  found  in  the  water  at  the  end  01 
W1U  _nods  of  1  day,  2  days  and  5  days 

respectively  were  0.40,  0.50  and  0.75  part  per  million 

respectively • 


pH  Value, 
amount  of 
The  amount  s  of 
the  contact  pe: 


(2)  These 


tests  were  carried  out  on  two  occasions  on 
this  Water,  namely  on  5th  February  and  12th  harch,  1952, 
the  two  series  of  tests  yielded  almost  identical  xosul  s. 

(3)  I  do  not  know  of  any  standard  laid  down  in  this 
country  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  maximum  amount 
of  lead  permis sable  in  a  public  water  supply.  - 

vary  but  the  general  opinion  is  that__the  amount  of 
should  be  kept  to  a  very  low  limit,  in  the  Incited  states 
I  believe  that  the  limit  is  0.10  part  of  lead  per  million 
parts  of  water  and,  if  this  standard  is  acceptea, 

th< 

regarded 


then 


3  UJ-  Wet  UtV-L'  9  -  - 

plurnbo- solvent  action  of  this  water  supply  must  be 


C-w 


too  high.  On  the  other  hand  this  water 


suonlv  is  stated  to  have  been  in  use  i or  60  years  ox  so 
with  lead  pipes  and  no  danger  to  public  health  has  yet 

been  suspected. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

A  scheme  has  boon  prepared,  and  preliminary  work 
undertaken  for  a  new  70  feet  diameter  filter  bed  at 
the  treatment  work  in  Green  Lane.  One  of  the  two 
existing  beds  collapsed  outwards  during  the  summer 
and  for  a  while  the  effluent  was  below  standard  owing 
to  the  overloading  of  the  solitary  bed  remaining. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  remaining  bed  must  be 
effected  very  shortly,  since  it,  too,  is  in  a  very 
unworthy  state. 

F ubl i_cy  rC  1  sans liig_  and  Refuse  Removal 

Regular  weekly  collection  is  maintained  with  very  little 
interruption,  due  to  illness  of  staff,  etc* 

Disposal  is  to  the  tip  at  the  Sewage  Works. 

Swimming  Poo 1 ,  Jub i 1 e  e  Park 

The  hot  sunny  weather  caused  considerable  growth  of 
algae  which  was  controlled  by  copper  sulphate  added  to 
the  water. 

In  periods  of  heavy  use  it  was  not  always  possible  to 
maintain  a  chlorine  residuum,  due  to  the  slow  rate  of 
turnover  by  the  pump.  Current  standards  call  for  a 
complete  change  of  water  through  the  filtration  plant 
every  4-6  hours,  whereas  the  plant  installed  here 
takes  IS  hours  to  filter  the  whole  of  the  water. 

Much  difficulty  was  caused  by  the  carelessness  of  the 
public  using  the  bath.  Although  ample  litter  baskets  are 
provided,  the  out-let  grille  was  repeatedly  blocked  by 
masses  of  Ice-Cream  wrappers,  etc.  and  requiring  officers 
and  staff  to  work  nearly  to  midnight  to  clear  the 
obstruction  and  re-establish  circulation. 

During  the  weekdays  the  Pool  is  used  almost  wholly  by 
School  children  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Education 
Authority,  but  I  am,  unfortunately,  unable  to  give  the 
number  of  children  who  actually  learnt  to  swim  during 
the  year. 
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Public  attention  should  be  drawn,  to  the  desirability 
of  every  user  of  the  Pool  first  using  the  shower 
provided.  This  could  improve  the  state  of  the  Pool 
water  quite  considerably. 

Housing 

Figures  are  given  for  new  houses  completed  during  the 
year,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Woodhall  Spa 
has  ro-housed  approximately  2.1$  of  its  population 
since  the  war,  whilst  the  comparable  figures  for 
Korncastle  Urban  District  and  Rural  District  are  1,5$ 
and  1.6$  respectively. 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DURING-  THE  YEAR 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  work  of  the 
Council's  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1952,  as  reported 
by  him  to  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council. 


Total  No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  9 

(I)  By  the  Local  Authority  6 

(II)  By  other  Local  Authorities  3 

(III)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil 


Inspojc t ion  Dwell Ing  Houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a) Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  23 

(b) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  27 

(2)  (a)No.  of  dwelling  houses  (Included  under  Sub- 

Head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

(b)No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(4) 


No,  of  dv/elling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  3 

Hemedyg  of  defects  during  the  .year  without  service  of 
formal  no  tic  os 


No,  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 


Action  undjer_  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
36  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  12  and 
13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

Housing  Act,  1956,  -  Part  IV,  -  Overcrowding 


(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year 


Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after 
being  previously  relieved 

Housing  Act,  1949 


(a) 

No. 

of 

applications 

for 

grants 

received 

(b) 

No  • 

of 

grants  made 

(c) 

No . 

of 

applications 

for 

grants 

made  by 

Local  Authority 


3 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


2 

2 

17 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 
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Moveable  Dwellings,,  tents,  vans,  etc. 
No.  of  Site  Licences 


No.  of 

individual  Licences 

5 

No.  inspected  during  year  -  Sites 

Dwellings 

4 

4 

O 

• 

o 

Hj 

contraventions  remedied 

Nil 

Bakehouses 

No.  in 

district 

2 

No.  of 

inspections 

24 

IT  o .  of 

contraventions 

Nil 

Defects  remedied 

Nil 

Control  of  Milk 

Supplies 

No.  of 

distributors  on  register 

4 

No.  of 

producer/retailers 

2 

No.  of 

dairies  on  register 

2 

No.  of 

inspections  of  dairies 

24 

Contraventions  remedied 

Nil 

No.  of 

milk  samples  taken:  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Nil 

Ic_e  Cream 

No.  of 

manuf ac turers 

2 

fej 

o 

• 

o 

premises  registered  for  sale 

5 

<h 

O 

• 

o 

!-=*■ 

h-n 

contraventions  found 

Nil 

O 

• 

o 

h; 

contraventions  remedied 

Nil 

O 

• 

o 

hi 

samples  taken  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Nil 
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Slaughterhouses 


No.  on  register  Nil 

No.  of  inspections 
Contraventions  of  by-laws 
Defects  remedied 
Other  Foods  Condemned 

2-12  oz.  Tins  Tom  Piper  Luncheon  Meat 
1  -  7x  oz, Group  11  Salmon 

1  -  14  lb.  3  oz.  “Tulip”  Boneless  Ready  Cooked 

Danish  Ham 

10  x  5  Tins  ‘‘Lulu”  Apricot  Pulp 
1  -  13-J  lb.  Tinned  Ham 
Dr a inage  and  Sewe r a  ge 

Closets 

No.  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  4 

No.  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  14 

No.  of  pail  closets  repaired  Nil 

No.  of  water  closets  substituted  for  dry 
receptacles  Nil 

No.  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district  574 

No.  of  water  closets  repaired  2 

Drains 

Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  10 

Drains  unstopped,  repaired,  etc.  4 
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Waste  pipes,  disconnected,  repaired,  etc. 

Existing  Soil  pipes,  etc.,  renewed  or 
repaired 

Sewer s 

Hew  lengths  of  sower  laid 

Tanks,,  Filter  hods ,  etc. 

Alterations  to  sewage  disposal  works 

Any  inadequacy  of  sewage  disposal  works  or 
complaints  as  to  smell 

Gesspo  qljs 

Cesspools  emptied,  cleansed,  etc. 

Cesspools  abolished 
Offensive  Trades 

No.  of  premises  in  district 
No.  of  inspections 
Contraventions  of  by-laws 
Contraventions  remedied 
Shops  Act,  1950 

No.  of  shops  inspected 
Contraventions  remedied 
Water  Supply 

(  New  Sunk 

Wells 

(  Closed  as  Polluted 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


40 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(  Area  Supplied.  Monument  Road  and  Misers 


(  Row  (Part) 

Public  (  Percentage  of  houses  internal 
Supply  (  supply  98.1 

( 

(  Communal  Supply  Qp 

Number  of  samples  obtained  for  analysis  30 

(a)  from  Wells  Nil 

(b)  from  public  supply  30 

Any  insufficiency  and  where  No 

D i sinf e c 1 t ion }  etc . 

Rooms  disinfected  Nil 

(a)  ordinary  infectious  disease  Nil 

(b)  tuberculosis  Nil 


Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed 
No.  of  premises  disinfested 
House  Refuse 

No.  of  houses  using  dustbins 

Is  refuse  removed  by  householders  or 
by  Public  Scavenger? 

How  frequently  Is  refuse  removed  from 
each  house? 

No.  of  complaints  of  non-removal 

Method  of  final  disposal 

Are  existing  arrangements  for  refuse 
removal  satisfactory? 

Nuisance s_ 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 

Sanitary  Inspector 


Nil 

Nil 

550 

Public 

Scavenger 

Every  7 
days 

6 

Tipping 

Yes 
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( 

(2)  Reported  to  Council ( 

( 

Statutory  notice 

Si  ”  not 

issued  Nil 

Issued  Nil 

Details  of  Nuisances  abated 

After  Informal 
Intimation 

After  Statutory 
Not  ice 

Smoke 

Nil 

Nil 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

a 

u 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and 
stagnant  water 

u 

it 

Fowls,  pigs  and  other  animals 

2 

tt 

Dampness 

1 

it 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired 

Nil 

tt 

Other  nuisances 

6 

!! 

Rats  and.  Mice  Destruction 


No.  of  rodent  operatives  employed  1 

No.  of  premises  treated  :« 

(a)  dwelling  houses  7 

(to)  other  premises  4 

Are  there  any  serious  reservoirs  of  rats 
in  district?  No 
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Factor IQs  Act,  1957. 

1*  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/c  ' 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

a) 

line 

Wo. 

(2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

inspect¬ 

ions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

0  c  cupiers 
Prosecuted 

( s) 

Factories  in 
which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforc¬ 
ed  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

2 

10 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Premises  In 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (excluding 
out -workers  7 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

premises) 

TOTAL 

11 

34 

1 . . 

Nil 

Nil 
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